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night of May 8-8. had failed The
Socialist Printing {ompany, through
its attorney, Harold W. Houston, en-
tered suit in the Cabell county cir-
cuit court Wednesday, for damagdes
to the gmount of $10,000.

The suit is styled The Socialist
Printing Company. a corporation. vs.
Henry D. Hatfield, Thomas B. Davis,
Foster Templeton, Heber Rice, Grover
Ripperfoe, and others. Process has
been issued for the defendants, re-
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| Editor Socialist & Labor Star,
| Dear Comrade:

Please give me space for a few
waords.

In your issue of June 13th you
have an article covering several
columns entitled “Socialists Failed
As Investigators” and sub-headed

“Their Report a Weak Mass of Mis-
statements in Regz;rd to Present Con-
ditions and a Sickening Eulogy of
Dictator Hatfield.”

You sweepingly condemn the re-
port of the committee but do not pub-
lish it.

Please publish in your next issue,
along with this. a few of this "“mass
of misstatements”™ and also an ex-
tract or two from tie “sickening eu-
logy of Dictator Hattield.”

If there is in our report a ‘mass of
misstatements” or a sickening eu-
logyv of Dictator Hatfield” our report
should be repudiatcd; and

if you have
paper
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The report speaks for itself,
the rank and file read and judge.

Yours fraternally,
EUGENE V. DEBS
[ Terre Haute, Ind., June 16, 1913,
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reaches me just as we are preparing
to go to press with this abbreviated
issue of the paper. Consequently we
cannot go thoroughly into a defense
of our last week's article or another
discussion of the report in question.

However, we quote here a few of
the more glaring misstatements, rte-
serving comment for the present:

“The committee lost no time in
getting in touch with the local com-
rades and the striking miners.”

“We have no desire to exculpate
Governor Hatfield.”

“It was under the administration
of Glasscock and not Hatfield that
Mother Jones, John Brown, C. H.
Boswell and numerous others were
court martialed and convicted.”

"By act of the recent legdislature
the mine guard system was practi-
cally abolished, and for the first time
i the andustiad Listery of West Vir-
ginia the workers can now hold union
and labor meetinds free from inter-
ference.”

“At the close of our labors we re-
joiced to sce the better understand-
ing that existed between the U, M.
W. of A. and the Socialists. We left
the comrades in the best of spirits.”

I brand each and all of the above
as “misstatements” and I consider
them wiwolly  inexcusable, coming
from the source they did, and very
hurtful to the cause of the struggdling
workers in this state,

In regard to what we term “an eu-
logy of Dictator Hatfield,” the report
so abounds in the cheap subterfuges
usually employed by the capitalist
press when they wish to avoid direct
responsibility for a statement, that it
is difficult in this short article to
wake plain just what is meant. The
report in exonerating Hatfield of the
many charges brought against him by
the West Virdiuia Socialists invaria-
bly begins with “it is claimed,” "the

naueht ane a strike of all union men |
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early in the coming week.
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dgovernor said,” “the governor declar-
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that Hatfeld threatened the
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strikers
imprisotunent and deportation if they
did not accept HIS terms and return
o work, the report declares: "It is
emphatically denied that such threat

| was ever made.”
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This from the "investigators™

"The governer disclaims responsi
bility for certain acts with which he
il been unjustly charged. He had
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